THE   REMINISCENCES   OF   CARL   SCHURZ
of enthusiastic, and not in all cases quite sober, Democrats and
Republicans, cheering arid hurrahing for their respective cham-
pions, did not cease until the small hours.

The next morning the country people began to 'stream
into town for the great meeting, some singly, on foot or on
horseback, or small parties of men and women, and even chil-
dren, in buggies or farm wagons; while others were marshaled
in solemn procession from outlying towns or districts with ban-
ners and drums, many of them headed by maidens in white with
tri-colored scarfs, who represented the Goddess of Liberty and
the different States of the Union, and whose beauty was duly
admired by everyone, including themselves. On the whole, the
Democratic displays were much more elaborate and gorgeous
than those of the Republicans, and it was said that Douglas
had plenty of money to spend for such things. lie himself
also traveled in what was called in those d&js " great style,"
with a secretary and servants and a numerous escort of some-
what loud companions, moving from place to place by special
train with cars specially decorated for the occasion, all of which
contrasted strongly with Lincoln's extremely modest simplic-
ity. There was no end of cheering and shouting and jostling
on the streets of Quincy that day. But in spite of the excite-
ment created by the political contest, the crowds remained very
good-natured, and the occasional jibes flung from one side to
the other were uniformly received with a laugh.

The great debate took place in the afternoon on the open
square, where a large, pine-board platform had been built for
the committee of arrangements, the speakers, and the persons
they wished to have with them. I thus was favored with a seat
on that platform. In front of it many thousands of people
were assembled, Republicans and Democrats standing peace-

